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The iron objects from the site are poorly preserved. The range of iron objects is virtually
undatable. Simiiar objects have been recovered from sites as early as Garryduff ringfort,
county Cork (QKelly, 1962) to the 17th century star shaped fort at Dunboy, county Cork
(Gowen, 1978). Aniron key from Room Il can be dated to as early as the 13th century, but this
type may have continued in use up to the post-medieval period.

The clay pipe fragments date from 1600 - 1640: three are of Dutch origin, and two are British.
The pipes fall within an early-mid 17th century date range, and in general fit in with the dating of
the house.

The bone assemblage from Drumlummin provided little information on the meat diet of the
mid-17th century inhabitants. Both sheep and cattle were eaten. The diet of the inhabitants
was also elucidated by studies of the charred plant remains from the site. This showed that
both oats and wheat, and to a lesser extent barley, as well as pulses, beans and peas, were
being used.

The morphology of the house is probably typical of the late medieval and post-medieval
period. The house was mainly stone built and probably had a thatched roof. The double hearth
sites are comparable to those of Site J, Lough Gur, county Limerick (O Riordain and
Danagher, 1947). These types of hearth sites are also common in the vernacular architecture
of Wales (Peate, 1946), and may have been introduced by Welsh settlers in Ireland in the
post Norman invasion period. The wall oven survived in Irish vernacular architecture into the
early years of the 20th century (O Riordain, 1943).

The excavation at Drumlummin provided an insight into daily life of a farming family in South
Tipperary in the period around 1660. The excavation was also virtually unique in that few sites
of this period are archaeologically recorded in rural Ireland. A full report on the Drumlummin
site and others excavated during the gas pipeline construction is available in Archaeological
Excavations on the Cork-Dublin Gas Pipeline (1981-82). Copies of this are available (at £12.00
plus £2.00 p.&p.) from the Department of Archaeology, University College, Cork.
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